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Introduction 
Basing decisions on reliable and consistent statistics is important. Repository 
statistics, as with any web statistics, can be inconsistent and various factors can 
affect the quality of the data provided including unusual usage and robot 
activity. 

 

How can IRUS-UK help? 
IRUS-UK collects raw usage data from UK institutional repositories and 
processes these data into COUNTER-compliant statistics (for more information 
on COUNTER see http://www.projectcounter.org/).  

 

This provides repositories with comparable, authoritative, standards-based 
data.  The data undergoes a series of machine-based checks. In addition, 
people also check the data to ensure its accuracy and to look for any 
discrepancies. Any anomalies are checked and investigated, and efforts made 
to filter robot usage out. As IRUS-UK is a community-focused service this 
central processing benefits the wider IRUS-UK user community. Due to these 
processes and adherence to the COUNTER Code of Practice, institutions can 
be confident that the data they receive from IRUS-UK is accurate and reliable. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Providing standards-based, reliable repository 

statistics 

What do IRUS-UK institutions 

say? 

 

 

Middlesex University 

“I use IRUS-UK as the gold 
standard for accuracy.” 

 

Open University 

“What helps is that it’s independent 

and COUNTER-compliant… the 

fact that it is independent and 

standards compliant is really 

important.” 

 

University of Strathclyde 

“It’s given us confidence in the 

statistics because unless they are 

COUNTER-compliant it’s very 

difficult to understand the trends in 

your full text downloads and now 

we can.” 

 

University of Warwick 

“Provides a way to externally verify 

the statistics I’m providing to my 

stakeholders.” 

Use case  

 IRUS-UK is a Jisc service 


